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This report will be of particular 
relevance to:
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What’s making the difference?

key characteristics Leadership and Partnership
1.

2.

3.

Policy 
4.

5.
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6.

Process 
7.

8.

9.

Product
10.

11.

12.

13.

Illustrating the key characteristics

Key Characteristics Initiative / Project Area study (AS) 
or Snapshot (SS)
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Key Characteristics Initiative / Project Area study (AS) 
or Snapshot (SS)
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We try to remember that 
Peckham’s diversity is its 
greatest asset. We set great 
store on working with others 
to support a wide range of 
cultural activities. These give 
us a distinctive edge in the 
context of the rest of London 
and ... help to bring our 
community together. 

Russell Profitt,
Head of the Peckham Programme
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It illustrates good practice in:

*

*

*

*

Results 

1. Peckham 
Peckham’s ongoing regeneration features iconic new facilities, 
local outreach and a thriving arts scene. 
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I Love Peckham

Star
Academy

South City Radio



11

Major cultural projects timeline 

 1998

 2000

 2000

 2000

 2006

 2008

 2010
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Peckham Street 
Training

Resources
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 ... the key to a successful 
‘cultural quarter’ is for local 
cultural organisations to 
work in partnership. This has 
to be done with care and 
a good understanding of 
communities resident in the 
area. I believe that Peckham 
is starting to do this and I look 
forward to Peckham Space 
being part of this process.

Emily Druiff,
Director of Peckham Space
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2. Swiss Cottage
Public and private investment has created a cultural heart for north 
west London to help unlock the area’s potential. 

It illustrates good practice in:

*

*

*

Results
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Major cultural project time line

 2002

 2003

 2003

 2004

 2006
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Shaping proposals and programme 
with the community 
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Creative 
Learning

heat&light

Swiss Cottage 
Global Extravaganza
Cultural Olympiad

Resources
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I wouldn’t be writing if it 
wasn’t for the Hampstead 
Theatre company and the 
opportunity it gives people 
to practice and exercise their 
writing skills.7

Daniel Kaluuya, now writing 
for E4’s hit series Skins, young 
company member since 2005 
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Our vision is to make 
King’s Cross into London’s 
most vibrant and creative 
community... promoting the 
energy and exhilaration 
of London. At the heart of 
what we do is... creative 
connections between people 
and place.

Gill Henderson,
Director of Create KX 
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It illustrates good practice in: 

*

*

*

Results

Create KX

3. King’s Cross Opportunity Area
A commitment to heritage, creativity and culture is helping to 
redefine one of the largest developments in Europe.
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Planning for culture

Corporate buildings 
should give something 
back to the city and not 
be a secure building that 
doesn’t allow people 
in. That’s good for your 
tenant, the community 
and London.9

Peter Millican, developer 
and CEO, Kings Place
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Planning the reuse of heritage
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London’s new arts centre 



25

Drawing on local culture and creativity 

KX String Club

King’s Cross Voices

The amazing new arts 
facility in Kings Place has 
given the opportunity 
for Orchestra of the Age 
of Enlightenment (OAE) 
to become ‘local’ for the 
first time in the heart 
of London.

Cherry Forbes, Education 
Manager, Orchestra of the 
Age of Enlightenment
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Supporting creative and cultural sector growth

Create KX

Arrivals

Resources
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The art programme fits 
closely with our brand 
aspirations to create a 
welcoming, inclusive place.
These art interventions 
have further supported the 
Peninsula’s reputation for 
art, encouraging community 
ownership and engendering 
positive attitudes about 
the place.

Lynda Catt,
Head of Marketing for Greenwich 
Peninsula Regeneration Limited
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4. Greenwich Peninsula 
Culture is creating a sense of place as this derelict brownfield site 
transforms into a new urban district. 

It illustrates good practice in: 

*

*

*

Results
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Major cultural project time line

 2000

 2000

 2005

 2006 Art in the Public Realm Greenwich Peninsula

 2007

 2007

 2010

Art in the Public Realm 
Greenwich Peninsula

100 Cauliflowers

Births, Chimneys and Lightermen; 
Collecting Greenwich Peninsula
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Big Dance

London Festival of 
Architecture Open House

Resources
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There has been so much talk 
about the Thames Gateway, 
but [the Learning Centre] 
is the first major scheme to 
demonstrate that it is really 
moving forward. It is already 
raising the profile and value 
of property in the area 
and, in turn, making other 
developments feasible.11

John Ireland, Managing Director 
of Redrow Regeneration, on 
completion of the Learning Centre
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It illustrates good practice in:

*

*

*

Results

5. Barking Town Centre
Integrating culture into the regeneration programme is challenging 
perceptions of Barking and improving opportunities for local people. 
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A creative, multidisciplinary approach

...this award places 
Barking and Dagenham 
firmly on the 
international map. 
The development of 
Barking Town Square 
has been an integral 
part of the 
regeneration of the 
borough as a whole. 

Councillor Sid Kallar MBE, 
executive member for 
regeneration
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Major cultural project time line

 2004

 2006

 2007

 2007
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Activity and animation alongside 
physical developments

Fashion Enter

Making Barking Brilliant

Molten Festival

Open House
London Architecture Week

Resources
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Creative uses have the 
potential to help ensure that in 
a time of rapid change diverse 
cultures can work together to 
create greater wellbeing and 
prosperity… Deptford’s rich 
mix of history, diverse ethnicity 
and creative uses is unique.

John Miller, Director of Planning 
speaking at the Creative Clusters 
Conference, 2007
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It illustrates good practice in:

*

*

*

Results

Deptford X

6. Deptford
In its renewal of Deptford, Lewisham is bringing together creative 
industry development, arts education, and the diversity of local culture.
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Implementing a long term vision 

‘The purpose has been to develop a 
strategic synthesis between arts, culture, 
economy, urban vitality, landscape and 
urban design and to provide suggestions 
for strategies, programmes and projects 
as well as how these filter down into 
mechanisms for delivery.’

Charles Landry, Commission Chair 
and Author of the Creative Lewisham 
Report, 2001

Creative 
Process
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Major cultural project time line

 2002

 2003

 2003

 2003

 2004

 2008

 2010
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Collaboration between creative sector, 
community and regeneration 

Creekside Summer College

Lewisham Education Arts Network

Telling the local story 

The Deptford Stories

Deptford TV

Deptford Diaries

London Design Festival 
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Deptford X

Deptford Design Festival 

Deptford Project 
Site

P&B Cultural Showcase

By showcasing local talent 
through the website we hope 
to encourage the input of this 
talent into the revitalisation 
of Paynes & Borthwick 
Wharves and begin to 
develop a strong cultural 
identity for the local area. 

Mark O’Grady,
P&B Developments 
(subsidiary of Lane Castle)
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Creekside Charrette

Resources
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1 Castle Green: reshaping local 
service delivery 

2 Redbridge: securing funds for 
public art 

Snapshots of good practice
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3 The Phoenix Centre: evaluating 
usage of new facilities

4 Orleans House Gallery: engaging 
local youth and education providers 
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5 artsdepot: listening to the 
community and local partners 

6 Stoke Newington: reusing a historic 
building as a sports facility
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7 Newham: delivering services for 
hard to reach groups 

8 Merton: working with artist 
studio providers 
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9 Evergreen adventure playground:
involving young people in design

10 Gunnersbury Park: Planning a 
new future for an historic estate 
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11. Aldgate Public Realm Strategy:
the dynamics of local cultural 
resources 
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Project funding

Peckham
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Swiss Cottage

Kings Cross

Greenwich Peninsula 

Barking
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Deptford 
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Snapshots 
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Securing funding



585858585858

Endnotes



Contacts

Living Places support and resources: If you would like to respond to this 
document or discuss the work of 
London Living Places Partnership 
please contact: 



1

Shaping Places in London
through Culture



www.livingplaces.org.uk


